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evoting a
whole issue to the
“Jewish-Adventist
connection” may appear odd to
both Jews and Adventists. But they
are not always aware of their connections to each other. Jews will be
surprised to discover these strange
Christians who keep the same
Sabbath—from Friday night to
Saturday night—who eat Kosher,
who pay serious attention to the
Torah of Moses, and who hope in
the final redemption of the world.
Likewise, Adventists will wonder at
the faithful Jews who rest and

celebrate on Sabbath, emphasize
the value of life, and stress the
unity of human nature.
Through this unique and
unusual series of articles, the reader
will be struck by the nature of
the Jewish-Adventist connection.
Theological reflections and analysis
will challenge our thinking, helping us recognize how close the
Jews are to Adventists, and lead
us to the further question of what
this particular connection means
for us as Jews and/or Adventists.
The two interviews of Paul Lippi,
a Christian-born Adventist, who
lived in Israel among Jews for more
than twenty years, and of Jewishborn Adventist Clifford Goldstein,
who embraced Aventism without
abandoning his Jewish identity,
will surprise and perhaps disturb
some. From this encounter, Jewish
and Adventist readers will certainly
learn to see each other differently.
Moreover, they may learn to see
a new face of themselves and of
their God. Indeed, this refreshing
of the Jewish component of the

Adventist faith may well enrich
and deepen this faith and thereby
draw Adventists closer to Jews. It
may also allow Jews to see another
face of Christianity and draw them
closer to this “strange” group of
believers. In these times when so
many Christians are interested in
renewing their Jewish roots, it may
bring Adventists and Jews closer to
the Christian community at large
and even to the bigger world.
In the beginning of the
Christian era, the Church separated
itself from its Jewish roots in order
to gain the world. Could it be that,
at the end of its course, the Church
will gain the world by coming
back (teshuvah) to the Jewish face
of its identity? Such an intriguing
adventure would reflect the prophetic intuition of Malachi about
the coming of Elijah—the prophet
who, at the last moment of human
history, would “turn the hearts
of the fathers to the children and
the hearts of the children to their
fathers” (Mal 4:6).
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